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Childrens culture as

❖modeling young readers’ perceptions of scientists and science

❖contributing to critical literacy’s project of inviting children to the exercise of 
thinking about information rather than receiving it passively (Sanders 2017)

❖inviting reflection on what it means to represent an adult life from the past 
to a contemporary child; on what it means  to inspire children today; and 
on  what it means to think of the child’s agency in the future



THE BIOGRAPHEMES

points of contact between the reader and the 
historical figure -- “temporal tunnels or 
wormholes, through which the future-bound 
child and the past adult are allowed to interact” 
(Beauvais 2020)



RECENTERING THE UNIVERSE:
THE RADICAL THEORIES OF COPERNICUS, KEPLER, GALILEO, 

AND NEWTON (2014)
BY RON MILLER



WHO WAS NICOLAUS COPERNICUS: 
A VERY SHORT INTRODUCTION ON SPACE 

GRADE 3 / CHILDREN’S BIOGRAPHIES (2019)





HARRY & LARRY'S EPIC ADVENTURE:
THE COPERNICUS CHRONICLE 

BY TRACEY O’BRIEN (2021) 



COPERNICUS (2019) 
WRITTEN BY TOM GREEN AND ILLUSTRATED SIERRA TURNER



THE COPERNICUS LEGACY (2014)
AND 

THE COPERNICUS ARCHIVES (2014-2015)
BY TONY ABBOTT

Museo Astronomico 
Copernicano, Rome

Ptolemaic armillary sphere



HISTORICAL TRUTH VS. FICTION?

❖An aesthetic of believability (Beauvais 2020)

❖Young readers' capability for scientific constructivism: 
where the books about Copernicus invite and do not 
invite questions (Sanders 2017) – about representing 
the past, about the constructedness and emplotments 
of historical and scientific accounts; about who 
creates knowledge and how scientific knowledge 
evolves historically; about how authors find and 
select information they include in their books



WHAT IS THE YOUNG READER TO DO
WITH LITERARY PORTRAITS OF COPERNICUS?

• Didactic content mixed with the intention to elicit young readers’ admiration 
for Copernicus

• Centrality of the confrontations between religion and science and 
Copernicus’s courage and relentlessness in questioning the established ideas

• Awareness of social and scientific continuities across time and space

• Copernicus as a superhero - impossible to follow? Limited gender diversity

• The value of curiosity, wonder, and love of learning in test-driven 
education and the rapidly changing job market
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